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Export Exchange 2026 

Seattle, Washington 

 

Agenda 

 *All times are listed in Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) 

 

 

Thursday, October 15, 2026 

  

9:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.   Registration Open  

 

9:00 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. Hospitality Lounge Open 

 

1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Expo Setup & Exhibitor Move In   

 

4:00 – 7:00 p.m. Expo Open        

 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Welcome Reception  

                 

Friday, October 16, 2026 

  

7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Expo Open 

 

7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Hospitality Lounge Open 

  

7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast           

 

8:30 a.m. – Noon Continuous Coffee 

 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. General Session 1 

Welcome and Session Chair Comments 

Ryan LeGrand and Jay Reiners, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 

 

Welcome to Seattle: Trade, Ports & Global Connections 

 

Advancing U.S. Agriculture in Global Markets 

 

10:00  – 11:00 a.m. Networking Break 

 

11:00 a.m. – Noon General Session 2 

Session Moderator/Opening Remarks 

Emily Marthaler, Director of Global Policy, Growth Energy 

 

The Global Corn & Coproducts Landscape 

Marty Ruikka, The ProExporter Network 

 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. Luncheon     

 

1:30 – 5:00 p.m. Continuous Coffee                   
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1:30 – 2:30 p.m. General Session 3 

Session Moderator/Opening Remarks 

Ed Hubbard, Chief Counsel, Renewable Fuels Association 

 

Unlocking Impact Through Smarter Marine Ingredient Metrics  

Stephen Gunther, CEO, Wittaya Aqua  

 

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Networking Break 

 

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. General Session 4 

Session Moderator/Opening Remarks 

Scott Richman, Chief Economist, Renewable Fuels Association 

 

Sorghum, The Smart Choice 

Norma Ritz Johnson, United Sorghum Checkoff Program 

 

Sustainable Grain Exports 

Carlos Suarez, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 

 

Navigating Global Freight and Shipping Dynamics 

Ken Eriksen, Polaris Analytics and Consulting 

 

6:30 – 9:00 p.m. Off-site Networking Event  

 

Saturday, October 17, 2026 

  

7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.   Expo Open       

 

7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Hospitality Lounge Open 

 

7:30 – 8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

 

8:30 a.m. – Noon Continuous Coffee 

                 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. General Session 5 

Session Moderator/Opening Remarks 

Emily Marthaler, Director of Global Policy, Growth Energy 

 

Emerging Co-Products: From Innovation to Market 

Joe Ward, Dried Distillers Council  

 

USDA GSM-102: Expanding Access to U.S. Agricultural Exports 

Collin Bradley, USDA (pending confirmation) 

 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Networking Break 

 

11:00 a.m. – Noon General Session 6 

Session Moderator/Opening Remarks 

Alexander Grabios, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 
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The Value of U.S. Corn in Global Markets 

Moderator: Mark Sevier, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 

U.S. Corn Performance: Kurt Shultz, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 

BCFM Management: Alexander Grabois, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 

Storage and Milling of U.S. Corn: Dirk Maier, Iowa State University 

 

Closing Comments 

Ryan LeGrand, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council 

 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. Luncheon     

                       

 

 

 
  


